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Victim notification
service contract renewed

MERCER COUNTY —
Mercer County commission-
ers Thursday renewed a con-
tract that allows victims to
keep track of perpetrators’
whereabouts.

The agreement with the
Statewide Automated Victim
Information Notification sys-
tem, or SAVIN, costs $2,266
annually, and funding comes

from the inmates themselves
through the Mercer County
Jail Inmate Canteen Fund.

This service is already in
place in the county, commis-
sioners said, and victims can
access the website’s informa-
tion for free.

The agreement is among
the Pennsylvania Commission
on Crime and Delinquency,
the Pennsylvania District At-
torneys Institute and county.

Two men to be charged 
in cow’s head prank

EBENSBURG — Police

plan to cite two men who left
a package containing a cow’s
head on the doorstep of some
friends in Pennsylvania.

Ebensburg police Chief
Terry Wyland tells the Tri-
bune-Democrat of Johnstown
that it was a “prank” that
“went quite a bit over the top.”

The chief says a couple re-

turned home from a trip Satur-
day evening to find a large
cardboard box with their
name and address on it near
their front door. Inside was
the cow’s head. The chief says
it “caused the victims, espe-
cially the wife, stress.”

Local and wire reports
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* Benjamin Moore Paint
* Design Assistance
* Window Treatments
* Wallcoverings
* Carpet

PACKARDPACKARD
PAINTPAINT

Formerly Wheeler’s

2400 East State St., Hermitage 
(next to Panera Bread)

724-981-5990
Packardpaint.com

SAVE $3
on your next order

Boardman Plaza
505 Boardman-Canfield Rd.

Youngstown, OH  44515
330-965-8757

Hermitage Crossing
(Walmart Plaza)

1041 N. Hermitage Rd.
Hermitage, PA  16148

724-308-6045

Rhodium 
Finishing
“Give your jewelry a 
platinum-like finish”
Reg. $59.99

2560 East State St.
(Across from Kraynak’s)

Hermitage, PA
Hours: M-F 10-6, Sat 10-5

724-979-4978

Coupon expires 3/4/11

$3999

By Joe Pinchot
Herald Staff Writer

Although the Mercer Coun-
ty area has been losing popu-
lation and jobs for 30 years, it
still has a lot going for it to at-
tract new business, Louise
Lowrey said.

There are strong highway
systems, nearby airports, a
low cost of living and a strong
work ethic among its people,
she said.

With that foundation, Ms.
Lowrey and other board mem-
bers of the newly formed Lin-
denPointe Development Corp.
hope to attract start-up tech-
nology businesses to the area,
and give the young people
who grow up here a reason to
stay.

“I want to change our con-
notation from the Rust Belt to
the Progressive Belt,” said
Ms. Lowrey, one of six people
appointed to the corporation
board Wednesday.

Hermitage commissioners
adopted an ordinance Wednes-
day creating the corporation to

run the technology center and
training building at Linden-
Pointe technical business park
on South Hermitage Road.

City officials said they hope
to have the LindenPointe De-
velopment Corp.’s articles of
incorporation signed in the
next couple of weeks by Com-
missioner Duane J. Piccirilli
and Hermitage Community
and Economic Development
Commission Chairman Rex
W. Knisley, and then turn the
corporation over to the board.

The corporation will devel-
op, manage and promote the
buildings. The training build-
ing opened last year, and the
tech center, which will feature
a testing laboratory and busi-
ness incubator suites, is under
construction.

Ms. Lowrey, Sharon, execu-
tive vice president and support
group executive at First Na-
tional Bank of Pennsylvania,
Hermitage, said she is excited
about the corporation’s
prospects.

“Is it going to be a lot of
work? You betcha. Are our
schedules already full? You

betcha. We have an obligation
to create whatever opportuni-
ties we can,” she said.

She said she is looking for-
ward to working with the oth-
er members of the board, and
praised the willingness of city
officials’ to appoint them.

Appointed to the board
were:

ä Knisley, of Hermitage,
senior vice president and re-
gional senior lender for First
National Bank, Hermitage,
chairman of the
Lawrence/Mercer County
Workforce Investment Board,
and past president of the
Shenango Valley Chamber of
Commerce and Mercer Coun-
ty United Way. He will serve a
three-year term.

ä Craig Columbus, New
Castle, who works for Grove
City College as chairman of
the Entrepreneurship Depart-
ment, executive director of the
Center for Entrepreneurship
and Innovation and fellow of
the Center for Vision and Val-
ues. He will serve a one-year
term.

ä Richard W. Epstein, Her-

mitage, managing partner of
the law firm Ekker, Kuster,
McConnell and Epstein,
Sharon. He is active with
groups such as Penn-North-
west Development Corp.,
Pennsylvania Economy
League and Shenango Valley
Industrial Development Au-
thority, and is co-founder of
businesses that predict the re-
sults of lawsuits, help students
select colleges and careers
and connects college business
students to the private sector.
He will serve a three-year
term.

ä Haroon Inam, Her-
mitage, vice president of glob-
al engineering with Cattron
Group International,
Sharpsville, and former execu-
tive and manager with corpo-
rations involved in the aero-
space, software development
and engineering industries. He
will serve a two-year term.

ä Crispin Anderson of
Crescent, Allegheny County,
controller of Lending Process-
ing Services Inc. — the for-
mer Eastern Software Corp.
— in Sharon, and board mem-

ber of Shenango Valley Indus-
trial Development Corp. He
will serve a one-year term.

Ms. Lowrey oversees the
FNB Data Center in Her-
mitage, and is a member of
the Penn State Shenango Val-
ley Technology Advisory
Board, and the board of Lau-
rel Technical Institute, Sharon.
She will serve a two-year term.

The board members will
recommend additional mem-
bers, up to a total of 11, with
city commissioners making all
appointments. Subsequent
terms will be for four years.

“This is the only board we
have where you don’t have to
be a Hermitage resident,” Pic-
cirilli said.

The decision to create a
corporation to run the build-
ings separates the building
management and program
functions of the incubator,
which will offer mentoring and
business development advice
to start-up companies.

A separate corporation also
has access to more funding
streams than a municipality,
officials said.

“That seems to the best
practice organizational struc-
ture that we found in other re-
gional incubators,” said Assis-
tant City Manager Gary M.
Gulla.

Ms. Lowrey said she has
watched the Youngstown Incu-
bator grow and has gotten to
know an official there.

“I like the fact that the folks
who run the city of Hermitage
realized it would take a group
with diverse backgrounds and
experiences to run and over-
see this,” she said.

“They are all excited about
the opportunity, which makes
us even more excited,” City
Manager Gary P. Hinkson
said of the board members.

The board will seek
501(c)(3) non-profit status
with the IRS, develop by-laws
and regulations, and work out
a lease of the buildings with
city officials. The city will re-
tain ownership of the build-
ings.

HERMITAGE

By Joe Pinchot
Herald Staff Writer

A former Farrell man plead-
ed guilty Thursday to a nearly
three-year old federal firearms
charge.

Kardell Lowery, 40, pleaded
guilty to a charge of posses-
sion of a firearm by a convict-
ed felon for having 9mm pistol
Dec. 1, 2007, when Southwest
Mercer County Regional po-
lice encountered him coming
out of a Farrell bar after re-
ceiving a call that someone in-
side the bar had a gun.

Lowery, also known as Ja-
mar Marks, also was charged
with drug deals that occurred
April 18 and 27, both 2007,
and court documents do not
say whether the charges will
be dropped, or the conduct
will be folded over into the
sentence for the gun crime, as
often happens.

Lowery, who will be sen-
tenced June 30, was indicted
April 1, 2008, but the case was
delayed by requests for contin-
uances by his attorney, and
consideration of a motion to
suppress evidence, which
Lowery abandoned with his

plea.
Lowery faces a sentence of

10 years to life in prison.
Police were dispatched

Dec. 1, 2007, to the former
Roamers Hotel on Roemer
Boulevard for a call of a man
with a gun and confronted
Lowery outside the bar. 

He ran, police chased and
Lowery’s gun went off, leaving
him with a gunshot wound to
the hand.

Lowery told police he was
trying to throw the gun away
when his finger must have
slipped on the trigger, causing
it to fire.

Lowery is not allowed to
have a gun because of a 2000
drug trafficking conviction in
Trumbull County, according
to the indictment.

Two others were charged
as part of the investigation of
Lowery.

Jeffrey L. Gordon, 49, plead-
ed guilty to a drug charge,
was sentenced Dec. 11, 2008,
to 2è years in prison, and
was released in October.

Brandi L. Wills, 32, pleaded
guilty on Jan. 15, 2009, to a
drug charge, but has not been
sentenced.

SHENANGO VALLEY MERCER COUNTY

By Lauren Mylo
Herald Staff Writer

Hiring one centralized em-
ployee after eliminating the
same position in another de-
partment will save the county
money, Mercer County com-
missioners said Thursday.

Facilities manager Kevin
Drapola’s new position will
save $12,000, commissioner
Ken Ammann said. In Decem-
ber, commissioners voted to
eliminate the jail’s facilities
manager position to make
room to hire one county over-
seer.

Drapola will supervise the
jail and nearly 20 other county
buildings, and commissioners
said having one person in
charge will increase preventa-
tive maintenance that will be

cheaper in the long run.
“We are basically fixing

things as they break,” Com-
missioner John Lechner said
of the current approach. It’s
easier to maintain facilities
rather than repair them, he
said.

County buildings “require a
lot of maintenance and we
need someone to oversee
keeping those buildings up,”
he said, noting Drapola will
also be the liaison between
vendors and bidders for con-
struction products.

Drapola is on the same pay
scale as the jail’s former facili-
ties manager Mike Lytle, but
Drapola’s salary will be less
because he’s coming in at en-
try level, commissioners said.

Lytle was offered the job
but turned it down, Ammann

said.
The total county payroll is

down from previous few years,
and hiring freezes have helped
that, commissioner Brian
Beader said. Drapola is not
considered a new hire since a
position was eliminated.

The county employs about
480 people, Beader said, and
the total payroll for 2011 is
about $15 million.

“This is just another step in
trying to make county govern-
ment run even more efficiently
in the long run,” Ammann
said.

Drapola worked for the
county’s maintenance and
bridge departments for about
five years after his graduation
from Mercer High School in
1979.

He moved to California

where he worked with con-
tractors in high security areas.
Most recently, he worked with
Operation Outward Reach, a
non-profit through the Penn-
sylvania Department of Cor-
rections that taught inmates
trades and provided labor to
municipalities, churches and
low-income groups. The pro-
gram was shut down due to
budget cuts in 2009.

With the county, Drapola
will oversee four full-time
maintenance workers in the
courthouse, two full-time
workers in the jail and four
full-time custodians and a few
part-time.

“I was very happy to get
this job, it’s a fantastic staff
here,” he said.

City creates corporation, tabs board members

Man pleads guilty
to gun charge 

Streamlined job to save county $12,000


